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But the great achievements of legislation up to 1300
remain the re-establishment of English law, as shown in the
great charters of John, Henry III, and the confirmation
of Edward I. And Magna Charta had to be read once a
year (like our Declaration of Independence), and for breach
of it a king might be excommunicated; and Henry III him-
self, according to Gobbet, feared that the Archbishop of
Canterbury was about to do so.